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Neglect None of the Three 


In the New Testament picture of the Church 
there are three aspects stressed, none of which 
should be neglected. These are: Doctrine, 
Ethics and Order. 


Doctrine is the body of truth having to do 
with the Christian faith and there can be no 
such thing as a doctrineless faith, for the denial 
of doctrine would itself then become a doctrine. 


The importance of doctrine is exemplified 
in Paul’s letter to the Romans: “That if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved”. 
(10:9). Here it is obvious that we must be- 
lieve certain things about Christ if we are to 
be saved. Doctrine can be said to center chiefly 
around the person and work of Christ although 
there are other doctrines which stem from the 
basic ones about who He is and what He did, 
for instance: justification, sanctification, etc. 


At the same time there are still other doc- 
trines which are of lesser importance, doctrines 
on which salvation does not hinge — like the 
mode of baptism, the degree of sanctification 
attainable this side of heaven, the return of 
our Lord and many others. On some of these 
men of equal scholarship and piety may differ. 


Ethics has to do with our behavior as Chris- 
tians. Christian ethics must be based on and 
flow from doctrine-and is an outward evidence 
of an inward faith. James bluntly says: “For 
as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
without works is dead.” (6:26). 


It is unfortunate that so many of us who 
profess the name of Christ fall short of daily 
living which is in keeping with our profession. 
Behavior is a vital part of being a Christian 
and on our ethical standards can rest the ef- 
fectiveness of our witness for our Lord. This 
has only too often been forgotten. 


Order has to do with the procedure within 
the Church, the government and methods of ad- 
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ministration. This may have to do with the 
ordinances of the Church, or it may be with 


respect to the officers of the Church and their 
functions. 







In considering doctrine, ethics and order we 
must remember that these are not three separate 
water-tight compartments of the Church — they 
are all inter-related. 








Without doctrine there is no Christian faith. 
Without ethics profession becomes a mockery. 
Without order chaos results. 






—L.N.B. 











Could This Be True? 
By Wade C. Smith 


One of the most sensational things that has 
happened in ville in many a day occurred 
yesterday in front of the First National Bank. 
A crazy throng of people crowded about the 
front of the bank shortly after the closing hour, 
blocking traffic. During the morning hours a 
small card was tacked on one side of the front 
door, reading as follows: 

















NOTICE: Today we will hand out to anyone 
applying at the first Teller’s 
One Thousand Dollars. 





window 






The notice was signed by the Cashier of the 
bank. Hundreds of people passed without 
noticing it. Some paused to look at it, cynically 
smiled and passed on. As time moved on towards 
Noon the little card fluttered there in the breeze, 
but nobody seemed to take it seriously, until 
a boy stopped and read it with a puzzled look 
on his face, then stepped into the bank and 
walked up to the Teller’s window, saying he 
would like to have that thousand dollars. The 
Teller promptly handed it out to him. The 
boy told a shabbily dressed old woman who 
was out front looking at the card, and she went 
in and received $1,000.00. A little later, 4 
laborer in his overalls and a tin bucket hanging 
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on his arm stopped to read the card. He was 
turning away with a grin, when suddenly he 
paused and with a serious look on his face, 
turned and entered the bank. Walking up to 
the Teller’s window, he said, “It may be a 
joke, but I ain’t takin’ no chances — give me 
a thousand dollars”. To his astonishment, the 
Teller handed him ten one-hundred-dollar bills. 
These three were the only ones who applied 
before two o'clock when the bank’s doors were 
closed. Then, as if by magic, the news filtered 
into the street among the crowds and there was 
a stampede for the bank; but too late! — the 
bank had closed. 


This, of course, is fiction; but “Truth is 
stranger than fiction”. 


Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, 
buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. Isaiah 55:1. 


And He could do there no mighty work, save 
that He laid His hands upon a few sick folk, 
and healed them. Mark 6:5. 


For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and 
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes 
they have closed; lest at any time they should 
see with their eyes and hear with their ears, 
and should understand with their heart, and 
should be converted, and I should heal them. 
Matt. 13:15. 





Dressing for Church 
Col. 3:12-17 


When I was a boy, dressing for church was 
quite an occasion and sometimes an ordeal. 
Preparation began the day before and all our 
“Sunday-go-to-meeting” clothes gotten ready. 


People have always dressed up to go to 
church. We expect to find the children with 
their best and also older people. 


This is a good sign, but, 


I want to talk about a different sort of 
“Dressing Up”. The Dressing of Heart and 
Mind. 


Look at this chapter. Paul uses this figure 
of speech. He tells us to “Put off” the rags 


and “put on” the robes as someone has called 
it. 


I. “Put off all these these”. 


It will not do to go to church (or anywhere 
else, for that matter) with these rags covering 
your soul. Look at the list: anger, wrath, malice, 
blasphemy (or railing), filthy communication, 
lies; all these belong to the “old man”. 


A man with these rags on his soul would 
be embarrassed in church, for the Lord is there, 
and He sees through all outward clothing and 
looks at the heart. We cannot deceive Him. 
He knows what is in man. I suppose the 
Pharisees and Scribes were the best dressed 
people in the synagogue, robes on their bodies, 
but rags on their breasts; Jesus knew how they 
felt and what they were thinking about. The 
leper with rags on his back and faith in his 
heart was better dressed than the proud 
Pharisees. 


As we come into His presence may we earnest- 
ly pray that our hearts may be cleansed of 
all these filthy garments. Search me, and try 
me, and wash me that I may be whiter than 
snow! 


II. “Put on therefore”. 


We are the elect of God, holy and beloved. 
We should be dressed as children of the King. 


“A heart of compassion”. How often we read 
that Jesus “had compassion” on somebody. Let 
us copy His heart as we come to His house. 


“Kindness”. Kindness is love expressing it- 
self. If we have a heart of compassion then we 
will want to express that love by being kind 
to somebody. 

“Humbleness of mind”. At His footstool we 
humbly bow. No place for pride of any sort. 
God gives grace to the humble and grace is 
what we need. 


“Meekness”. Blessed are the meek for they 
shall inherit the earth. The meek will He 
guide in judgment and the meek will He teach 
His way. 


“Longsuffering”. God has been patient with 
us; we must be patient with our fellowmen. 


“Forbearing and forgiving”. If we remember 
that our brother has ought against us let us 
be reconciled before we offer our gift to God. 
If we forgive others, He will forgive us. Even 
as Christ forgave us so we must forgive our 
brother. 
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“Love”; which is the bond of perfectness. 
The greatest of these is love. 


“Peace”: of God (Christ) rule in our hearts. 
He said, my peace I give unto you. - 


“Be ye thankful’: Never come to God's 
House without this. 


Now, dressed in these beautiful clothes, we 
can take His Word into our hearts, we can 
sing the songs of Zion; we can worship our 
God in the beauty of holiness. We can sing 
with grace in our hearts and go forth with 
thankfulness to do our work in the name of 
Christ. We go back to be better husbands and 
wives, better children, better mothers and 
fathers, better workers. 

—J.K.P. 





‘““A Chancel To Express 
Presbyterian Theology” 


There are two articles in the October 1957 
issue of CHURCH MANAGEMENT on the 
matter of the architecture appropriate to Pres- 
byterian Worship, one by a USA and one by a 
UP minister. We welcome both these articles 
as signs of a healthy reaction against the divided 
chancel and the altar which have been placed 
in many Protestant Churches. 


In the second article the minister measures 
his proposal by Calvin’s Institutes, IV.i; and 
by the Westminster Confession chapters 21,25, 
27,28 (in the original numbering of the chap- 
ters). Whether or not one agree with every 
detail of the proposed architecture, it is a 
pleasure to find a proper frame of reference. 
Instead of rushing to some New York architect 
employed by an interdenominational agency 
or some board of extension which has certain 
architectural requirements in order to get help 
in building a sanctuary, this minister has tried 
to go to our own Presbyterian theology to 
discover the architecture appropriate thereto. 


In the first article, appeal is made to the 
careful historical study of the architecture ap- 
propriate to Presbyterian or Reformed worship 
made by such scholars as Professor Trinterud 
of McCormick and Professor Nichols of Chicago 
University. On this good basis, it is insisted that 
there be no raised section separating the “clergy” 
from the laity, but that around the Table of 
the Lord the ground or floor is level. Thus the 
choir is on the same level as the congregation 
since all are the priesthood of believers. The 
elders sit around the Table at the Communion 
with the minister behind it. Then there is no 
lecturn since none is needed. The minister con- 
ducts the service from behind the Table and 
preaches from the pulpit. The baptismal font 
is also in the center to one side of the Table 
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as the pulpit is to the other — not far off 
at the entrance into the sanctuary or in another 
room. The whole setting reminds one of St. 
Pierre’s in Geneva. The people of God come 
to gather around the pulpit that God may 
speak to them by the exposition of His Word 
and about the Table of the Lord that He may 
feed them upon the bread of life. The thought 
is that the significant parts of the furniture are 
connected with the means God has ordained: 
preaching of the Word, the administration of 
the Supper and baptism. 


In our opinion a central pulpit with a central 
Table before it and a font beside the Table 
is at least equally good. But we rejoice that 
the strangle-hold of divided chancel with altar, 
or Table in altar position, is being broken and 
men are again studying the setting appropriate 
for our worship. 


Then one wonders why retain the word chan- 
cel at all? The word chancel comes from the 
lattice or crossbars which separated the clergy 
(choir) from the laity who occupied the nave 
of the Church. If we are not to have this Cath- 
olic division of clergy and laity — if the ground 
around the Protestant Table is level—then why 
use the word chancel at all? Is not the term 
anachronism? 


We earnestly recommend that our people in 
building new sanctuaries become familiar with 
the current liturgical revival which is touching 
even Benedictine Roman Catholics, as well as 
Anglicans and Presbyterians — by which the 
minister stands behind the Table facing the 
congregation and in which the congregation is 
not divided but united as the one worshipping 
people of God. 

—W.C.R. 





A Sequel 


In August, 1956, this Journal published two 
articles by Dr. Nelson Bell entitled “Slander 
in Brazel’.* These articles were based on a 
personal trip Dr. Bell made to Brazil in con- 
nection with the attacks of the Christian Beacon 
and Dr. Israel Gueiros on our Southern Presby- 
terian missionaries and the Brazilian Presby- 
terian Church. 


The Presbytery of Pernambuco was forced to 
depose Dr. Gueiros and four of his kinsmen 
because of their unjustified attacks and their 
leading a schismatic movement. 


One other minister, Rev. Roderick Carneiro 
de Melo defected to this new group. Recently 
Rev. Mr. de Melo has returned to the Presby- 
terian Church of Brazil and at the time of his 
return made an explanatory statement to the 
Executive Committee of the Presbytery of Per- 
nambuco, telling why he was disassociating him- 
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self from this separatist movement. This was 
published in the magazine “Norte Evangelico” 
and we are printing below a translation of 
Rev. Mr. de Melo’s statement. 

—Editor. 


*This was published in pamphlet form and 
is available from the Journal office at $1.00 
per dozen or $6.00 per hundred. 


Recife, July 29, 1957. 
An Explanation 


To the Executive Committee of the 
Presbytery of Pernambuco 


(The words and phrases in parentheses are 
inserted by the translator for the purpose of 
clarification.) 


Mr. Chairman and Committee Members: 


As I return to the Presbyterian Church of 
Brazil, and after long reflection, I believe that 
I should state in a clear and precise manner, 
the motives that have led me in taking this 
step in order that a proper and just evaluation 
of my motives and person may be made. 


I was induced to renounce the jurisdiction 
of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil for the 
following reasons: I believed in the leader of 
the separatist movement who had been a pro- 
fessor of mine; I felt that the separation move- 
ment would be a means to keep contaminating 
corruption from the evangelical doctrines and 
customs, and I believed in the purposes and 
objectives of the so-called fundamentalist move- 
ment. 


After the separatist movement had taken place 
I reached the following conclusions: (1) The 
leader of the movement lacked the proper per- 
sonal character to lead a movement of such 
pretensions of purity (puritanical pretensions) . 
(2) This separatist movement had no doc- 
trinal scruples in regard to accepting and re- 
ceiving its members, in one instance at least 
receiving as a member one (into its ministry) 
who boasted and gloried in accepting and 
participating in Romanist rites and ceremonies. 
To me the purpose and objectives of the move- 
ment became very clear: it was the regimenta- 
tion of a group of subservient yes-men (cour- 
tesans) under the orders of a pope without a 
crown and without a throne. 


_ Having lost my confidence (in the leader and 
in the movement) I did not feel obligated to 
continue to make sacrifices in behalf of the 
personal interests of a man who had proved 
disloyal toward me. I felt, however, that I 
might be able to continue, in conscience, within 
the separatist group, since it was my purpose 
to be useful only as a teacher in which capacity 
I was contributing my few capabilities. 
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It was my purpose to dedicate myself to 
purely secular work and I declared publicly 
that I had no intention of returning to the 
Presbyterian Church of Brazil (the ministry) . 
Now, however, after more thought, and in view 
of the Christian sympathy and consideration 
shown me by the majority of the members of the 
Presbytery of Pernambuco, I am again in the 
service of the church (the ministry). There 
will remain with me this bitter experience which 
will be a warning to me in this new phase of 
my ministry. 


It is not my purpose to convey by the above 
statement that I have renounced my orthodox 
convictions, but it behooves me to confess that, 
at times, I have employed thoughtless and un- 
justifiable terms (expressions) against the 
church and of which I am repentant. 


(Signed) Roderick Carneiro de Melo. 





Communist China and 
Religious Freedom 


The only religious freedom existing in China 
today is that accorded within the framework 
of full cooperation with the Communist Gov- 
ernment. Even today the Church is plagued 
by the denunciation of church member by 
church member and woe be it to the Christian 
who speaks a word for righteousness and truth. 


The following, taken from the October 28th 
issue of the “China Bulletin” gives a picture of 
conditions under which Christians are living. 


—L.N.B. 


“We reported in the September 30 Bulletin 
an attack on Francis Wei as a rightist. That 
was evidently only the opening gun in a general 
campaign against rightists within the church 
all over China. The Tien Feng August 26 and 
September 9 numbers tell of denunciations of 
other rightists in various parts of the country. 


“One of the outstanding objects of attack is 
the Rev. Sun P’eng-hsi of Shenyang (Mukden). 
The article against him is copied from the 
Liaoning Daily and occupies the important first 
two pages of the August 26 number of Tien 
Feng. It begins as follows: ‘On August 5-7 a 
total of 77 representative pastors, elders, deacons, 
and church members from every city and county 
in our province met in the Tungkuang church 
in Shenyang to expose the Christian rightist 
renegade Sun P’eng-hsi, who has opposed the 
Communist Party, Socialism, and the Three Self 
Movement. 


“Sun P’eng-hsi is a member of the Liaoning 
Provincial .People’s Congress, the Shenyang City 
People’s Congress, a special government com- 
mittee of Liaoning, and of the National Com- 
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mittee of the Three-Self Patriotic Movement. 
He is chairman of the Church of Christ in 
China Northeastern Synod, and Vice-chairman 
of the Shenyang City Three-self Committee. 
Although such a prominent figure in both gov- 
ernment and church circles, Sun P’eng-hsi since 
liberation has not only not entered positively 
into service of the People, but has consistently 
stood on the side of reaction, sympathizing with 
and supporting counter-revolutionaries, and 
showing dissatisfaction with purge movements. 
When Yen Chia-le, a _ counter-revolutionary 
leader in the Little Flock here in Shenyang, was 
arrested, he went around everywhere saying, 
‘Yen is a good man, it was a mistake to arrest 
him.’ When the counter-revolutionary Wang 
Ming-tao was arrested (in Peking) , some rene- 
gade made the remark that a good man like 
Wang Ming-tao in the new social order was 
like a fish in the fire. When Sun P’eng-hsi 
heard this he not only did not refute it but 
said, “That’s true.’ He has been zealous in dis- 
tributing reactionary books and pamphlets in 
Shenyang. When Lu Tsung-ch’i, the spy hidden 
within the church, was arrested and tried accord- 
ing to law and sentenced to 10 years imprison- 
ment, Sun P’eng-hsi with complete disregard 
for right said, ‘He is not a criminal, the gov- 
ernment is wrong.’ His landlord friend Sun 
Hsin-sheng was always listening to the Voice 
of America and spreading baseless rumors; al- 
though Sun P’eng-hsi knew this, he invited him 
to speak in the Tungkuang Church, and when 
he was later arrested, said everywhere that this 
was injustice. The counter-revolutionary and 
former landlord Ch’i Han-ch’un before his es- 
cape visited Sun P’eng-hsi, and the latter helped 
him to flee.’ ” 


The article goes on to quote some of his 
rightist utterances. He is said to have called 
the new socialist order the dominion of the 
devil, and to have said that enthusiastic “pro- 
gressive” elements in the church had bowed 
the knee to Baal. (This Communist daily has 
to add a note here, saying that in the Bible 
Baal is a sungod, symbolic of the devil.) He 
opposed speaking on “patriotic subjects” from 
the pulpit. 


The article concludes with saying that the 
conference now clearly recognizes him as an 
enemy. 


“A Korean Presbyterian missionary in Tsing- 
tao, Pastor Fang, has just reached Tokyo after 
20 years in Tsingtao. For the past six years 
he has been under virtual house arrest, and so 
his knowledge of the church situation is rather 
limited. He has reported as follows, mostly on 
a hearsay basis: Many student Christian follow- 
ers of Wang Ming-Tao* condemn the pastors 
and churches for participating in the Three- 
self Movement, and refuse to attend these 
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churches. Wang Ming-tao himself is ‘vacant. 
minded and witless after his prison experience, 
and unable to resume preaching duties.’ He 
had another story of a young pastor who was 
imprisoned for several years, with a similar re. 
sult of mental breakdown.” 


*Wang Ming-tao is an outspoken evangelical 
who was arrested and “brain-washed” because of 
his fearless preaching. 





Space Travel 
Rev. J. S. Robinson 


“Sputnik” certainly has the attention of the 
world just now. It is admittedly a great scien- 
tific achievement. But I am wondering if it 
is in effect another attempted Tower of Babel? 
Nimrod and his associates said, “Go to, let us 
build us a city and a tower, whose top may 
reach unto heaven.” (Genesis 11:4). We believe 
it was a defiance of the Almighty God. It 
brought the curse of the confusion of tongues. 


The time will come when the Beast, with 
the aid of the false prophet, will perform mir- 
acles (Rev. 13:14; 16:14; 19:20.) But they will 
be lying miracles, or wonders (II Thessalonians 
2:9). Satan has no power to give life. That 
time has not yet come; but how soon it will 
come no one can say. Perhaps it will come 
sooner than we think. 


Before the Beast takes over, Christ will come 
and raise those who have died in the faith 
and change the living saints in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, catching them all away 
to meet the Lord in the air, or atmosphere— 
Space? (I Corinthians 15:51,52; I Thessalonians 
4:13-18). Two men have been so taken, Enoch 
and Elijah; and our Lord Jesus Christ so 
ascended. Can it be that Satan knows that the 
time of Christ’s coming is near, and he is inspir- 
ing men to imitate the Lord in removing His 
own from the earth? 


LETTERS 














Austin, Texas. 
Dear Editor: 


This is just to thank you and the Journal for 
the very fine article on Bible Translators 
Bible Translations by Dr. Baker. They touch on 
a subject that is very important and the discus’ 
sion seems to me very sane and fine. Thanks @ 
lot, and may we have many more like them. 


Sincerely, 
Lardner W. Moore 
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Proposed Revision of the Form of Government 


Comments by Rev. Floyd E. Hamilton 


Last June a rough draft of the proposed re- 
vision of the Form of Government of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. was sent to all 
the ministers and Sessions of the church, for 
suggestions and criticisms. Probably many, like 
myself, neglected to examine this document at 
the time in any detail and perhaps are ignorant 
of the significance of some of the proposed 
changes. At a meeting of Tuscaloosa Presby- 
tery recently a committee appointed to examine 
this document carefully, reported their findings 
to the presbytery. I believe that the whole 
church should consider (carefully) some of 
these proposed changes in the Form of Govern- 
ment of our church. 


It is to be hoped that when the Ad-Interim 
Committee presents its findings to the 1958 Gen- 
eral Assembly, the changes proposed will be 
clearly indicated by printing in parallel columns 
the corresponding sections of the present Form 
of Government and the proposed revisions, for 
there has been a rather thorough change in 
the order of sections so that comparison of 
the old and the new is rather difficult. 


It should be noted first of all that many of 
the changes proposed in the rough draft are 
excellent. The reorganization of the sections and 
contents of the book is a great improvement in 
logical arrangement. Some of the changes are 
of little importance, but a number of them 
have great significance. In this article only 
the most important and, to this writer, the 
most objectionable changes will be mentioned. 


1. On page 1 of the rough draft, in the sec- 
tion corresponding to the sections 10 and 11 
of the present F. of G. there is an important 
omission which I believe should be included. 
In the present sections after speaking of the 
officers, oracles and ordinances given to the 
church by Christ the Head of the Church, it 
is stated, “and to which things he commands 
that nothing be added, and that from them 
naught be taken away.” By omitting these 
words, it might be inferred that the oracles, 
Le., the contents of the Bible, might be added 
to or deleted as the church might see fit. This 
Is especially true by the proposed addition to 
these sections of the last sentence, stating that 
some matters are to be ordered by Christian 
prudence and reasonableness. THE WORDS 
OMITTED SHOULD BE INCLUDED in the 
proposed F. of G. 


_2. The next objectionable change is in sec- 
tions 24 and 36 where it is stated that the 


NOVEMBER 27, 1957 


ordinances of the church include “blessing the 
people of God.” (Section 5, Chapter III) and 
that it belongs to the office of the minister to 
“bless the people from God.” (Sect. C, Chapter 
II, Sect. 4). Are we to give up the universal 
priesthood of believers and return to priesthood 
of the Roman Catholic Church, where the priest 
belongs to a higher category than the ordinary 
believer? Just where in the Bible is it taught 
that a minister can bless the people from God 
as though he had a special charisma for this 
purpose? 


3. On page 14, Sect. 6 (1) in dealing with 
the duties of the Session, (present section 65) 
there is a very important deletion. It is stated 
that (Sect. 65) the session has power “to in- 
quire into the knowledge, principles, and Chris- 
tian conduct of the church members under its 
care.” The rough draft omits the word “prin- 
ciples.” Does it not matter what principles 
control the Christian conduct of church mem- 
bers? If a church member whose outward con- 
duct gave every appearance of being Christian 
were, however, an atheist or a communist, would 
the Session not have the power to question his 
principles if his conduct was satisfactory? THE 
WORD PRINCIPLES SHOULD BE INCLUD- 
ED in the proposed F. of G. 


4. The revision of Section 67, found in the 
rough draft on page 15, Sect. 7 states that the 
session records shall be submitted at least once 
every year to the Presbytery for “its review and 
control.” These last words are an addition which 
would, for all intents and purposes, take away 
most of the power of the session of a local 
church and vest it in the presbytery, for the 
presbytery could not only “review” the actions 
of the session, but could, if it desired, overturn 
any actions of the session and arbitrarily direct 
the session to do what might be contrary to 
the will of the local congregation. THIS IS A 
DANGEROUS INNOVATION AND SHOULD 
BE OMITTED. 


5. On Page 16, under the title, “The Pres- 
bytery” the first section states that “The Pres- 
bytery consists of all the Ministers and churches 
within a certain district. Each church shall 
be represented by a Ruling Elder commissioned 
by the Church Session.” Section 70 of the pres- 
ent F. of G. says, “The Presbytery consists of 
all the Ministers and one Ruling Elder from each 
church within a certain district.” This change 
may seem unimportant until one realizes that 
instead of the local church being relatively 
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autonomous, the changed section would take 
away its autonomy and make it an integral part 
of the presbytery. 


6. The next significant change is Section 7 
about the powers of the Presbytery. In 7 (2) 
that power is defined, “To assume original 
jurisdiction in cases in which the Church Ses- 
sion does not properly exercise its authority.” 
In the present F. of G. Section 76 it reads, “‘in 
cases in which the Session cannot exercise its 
authority.” By substituting the words “does not 
properly” for “cannot” it makes the presbytery 
the judge of the circumstances in a local church 
when it thinks the local Session is not properly 
exercising its authority. This practically takes 
away the authority of the Session. For example, 
suppose a local church does not want integra- 
tion while the majority in presbytery does. This 
change would give the presbytery the power to 
integrate a church against its will. THE WORD 
CANNOT SHOULD BE RETAINED WITH- 
OUT CHANGE. 


7. In Chapter V, THE SYNOD, Sect. 1 has 
the same objectionable statement that the 
“Synod consists of all Ministers and churches” 
instead of ministers and one elder from each 
church. 


8. Page 22. Chapter VII, Section 3, in the 
rough draft states, “Each higher court shall 
refer every case of process coming before it 
by reference, appeal, or complaint to a Com- 
mission, appointed by that court...” In Sec- 
tion 95 of the present F. of G. the words “may 
refer” which retains the original authority of 
the court as a whole to hear cases if it desires 
to do so. By substituting “shall” for “may” 
the church would restrict the appeals to the 
power of a commission, and forbid the higher 
court to try the case. “MAY REFER” SHOULD 
BE RETAINED in the Section as at present. 


9. Perhaps the most objectionable and dan- 
gerous feature of this proposed revision of the 
F. of G. is the inclusion of a whole new chap- 
ter, Chapter VIII, entitled THE PERMANENT 
JUDICIAL COMMISSION OF THE GEN- 
ERAL ASSEMBLY. This is modeled after a 
similar permanent judicial commission in the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. and would 
doubtless make a transition in the case of 
union with that church much easier if such 
a permanent commission were already estab- 
lished in the Southern Presbyterian Church. 
For all practical purposes this would establish 
a higher court which would take over the pres- 
ent powers of the General Assembly in judicial 
cases of process, for when the decision of the 
proposed Permanent Judicial Commission is 
presented to the General Assembly, the latter 
“shall then, without debate, vote upon the ques- 
tion: ‘Shall the preliminary judgment of the 
Permanent Judicial Commission be made the 
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final judgment of the General Assembly?” 
(Sect. 9). This is made even more objection. 
able by the proposed Section 11, which makes 
it practically impossible for the General Assem- 
bly to reject the decision of the Permanent 
Judicial Commission and to take the judgment 
of the case into its own hands. The whole of 
Section 11 in the rough draft should be omitted, 
and if this objectionable chapter on the Perma. 
nent Judicial Commission should finally be 
included (and I hope it will not be so included) 
at least Section 10 should read, “If a majority 
of the General Assembly vote to confirm or 
reject, the Moderator shall declare that the 
preliminary judgment of the Permanent Judicial 
Commission is either confirmed or rejected, 
and the case is therewith closed unless the As- 
sembly votes to hear the case before the whole 
Assembly.” Such a Permanent Judicial Com- 
mission is fundamentally objectionable, for if 
established the General Assembly would practi- 
cally cease being the court of last resort, and 
make a higher body such a court of last resort. 


10. An equally objectionable change is pro- 
posed in Chapter VI on the ordination and 
installation of ministers, 6. (5). The section 
as it is in the present Form of Government, 
page 89 (4) reads, “Do you promise subjection 
to your brethren in the Lord?” The proposed 
change adds the following words to this section: 
“and do you agree loyally to support decisions 
made by the Church?” If this is included a 
candidate ordained to the ministry would have 
to promise in advance to support any decision 
properly made wy the church, even though it 
might violate his conscience to do so, and even 
though it might conceivably be directly against 
the Word of God. For example, many of us 
are opposed to integration. Many of us are 
opposed to the World Council of Churches and 
to the National Christian Council. Others may 
be opposed to the use of Modernistic literature 
in the Sunday School. But if this objectionable 
clause is added to the ordination vows, then 
no one would have liberty of action in the 
future in regard to supporting such things. This 
Section might be a little more palatable if the 
phrase, “if his way be clear,” be added to the 
end of the section. This would mean that he 
would not have to violate his conscience in 
such obedience to the decisions of the church 
courts. 


There may be other changes in this proposed 
revision of the F. of G. which seem unwise to 
others, but I hope that these changes and 
innovations will be corrected in the final draft 
of the revision of the Form of Government. 


There is much to be commended in this rough 
draft, and if the committee will adopt such 


changes, it should commend itself to the whole 
church. 
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What Prospect of Enduring World Peace? 


By Maj. Gen. D. J. Wilson-Haffenden 


Editor’s Note—The author of this article, Major-General D. J. Wilson-Haffenden, C.B.E., after a 
distinguished career in the British army is now retired and devoting his time to Christian work. The 
accompanying article was submitted to us by General Wilson-Haffenden and we welcome it because 
of what we believe to be much false optimism about peace—a world peace without the Prince of Peace. 


When I told a friend that I had been asked 
by the editor of an American magazine to 
write an article on this subject, he replied, 
“Well, you certainly have got the sixty-four 
thousand dollar question there”. Yet strangely 
enough, I know the answer, and as is often the 
fact in such cases, the answer is a paradox, 


There is no prospect whatever of an enduring 
world peace until the coming of the Prince of 
Peace, and yet every individual believer has a 
legacy of enduring peace if only he will claim 
his heritage. 


Study of history will show that in the past 
4,000 years there have been less than 300 years 
of peace. This is an extraordinary thing when 
you think that there is nothing which the com- 
mon people of the world desire so much as 
peace. The Smiths, the Joneses and the Browns 
of all nations of the world desire nothing so 
much as to be allowed to go about their daily 
business, earning their daily bread, and bring- 
ing up their families in peace and happiness. 
Yet, in spite of their overwhelming voting 
power, it seems, that is the one thing they are 
never to be allowed to do. 


Some Amusing Suggestions 


I remember reading an interesting book by 
the late A. A. Milne, published just after the 
First World War called Peace With Honour. 
In this book he made one or two amusing sug- 
gestions for bringing about enduring peace. 
First he suggested that when any statesman be- 
came too vocal about the national honour of 
his country being impugned, and before he 
signed the ultimatum which sentenced a million 
or so of his fellow countrymen to make the 
supreme sacrifice to safeguard his country’s 
rights, he should himself show the way by mak- 
ing the supreme sacrifice voluntarily in his own 
capacity first. Mr. Milne postulated that such 
a procedure might bring about considerable 
delay in the signing of all ultimatums. Secondly 
he suggested that for all international confer- 
ences, the delegates should be shut up in a 
hall with strictly limited rations and water. The 
entrance of the conference hall should be cov- 
ered with machine guns, and the first states- 
man who came out and said that he was unable 
to agree to a peaceable solution, would be im- 
mediately “bumped off.” 
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There is, of course, a grain of plausibility in 
these suggestions. But, unfortunately, our states- 
men are representatives of ourselves, and they 
represent not only the good that is in us, but 
also the evil and the greed which finds its place 
in our unregenerate hearts. In order to main- 
tain our support and their place in the Govern- 
ment, they must pander to both sides of our 
nature. 


Role of Fear 


Unfortunately, too large an area of our life 
is governed by fear—fear of the future, fear 
of losing our position or status, fear of losing 
our standard of living. When these fears become 
uppermost in our minds, then our leaders are 
brought by our collective fears to the verge 
of war. We have seen these fears actuating our 
statesmen in recent years, in Korea, in Formosa, 
in Kenya, in Cyprus and in the Middle East 
dispute. In the ultimate all these disputes come 
back to our national pride or our fear for our 
standard of living. 


So it has been throughout history. Turn if 
you will to Isaiah, chapter 1, verse 4, where 
you get the picture of God’s chosen people 
ignoring God’s commandments, turning from 
His statutes to their own lusts. The result is 
the same as it always has been, war, with all 
the sorrow and grief that follows. Verse 7 reads: 
“Your country is desolate; your cities are burned 
with fire; your land, strangers devour it in 
your presence and it is desolate...” When 
God’s people neglect God, they come under his 
judgment, and this usually seems to involve 
defeat in battle and all the suffering which 
such defeat brings. 


War and Righteousness 


The next thing we must realize, if our 
premises thus far have been correct, is that we 
delude ourselves when we talk of righteous wars. 
The suggestion that America and Britain in 
the two World Wars went to war solely to stop 
the Kaiser, or to bring about the downfall of 
Hitler, and so rid the world of a noisome pesti- 
lence, is only partially true. We went to war 
when our own interests were so closely threat- 
ened as to cause us to fight to defend them. 
If you don’t believe this, then ask yourself. why 
Britain went to war when Hitler invaded Po- 
land, but not when he invaded the Saar or 
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Czeckoslovakia. Why did America wait to de- 
clare war until the disaster of Pearl Harbor? 
Hitler and his Japanese allies were just as evil 
two years before Pearl Harbor. The Kaiser was 
just as menacing to Britain in 1910 at Agadir 
as he was in 1914, but in 1910 British interests 
were not so closely threatened. Therefore, if 
we are honest with ourselves we will admit 
that even countries like Britain and America 
engage in war to protect their national interests 
and not entirely from altruistic motives. 


Having said that, I believe that there are 
many worse things in the world than war. I 
feel that in our present state, war being in- 
evitable, it is justified when indulged in to 
restrain an aggressor or to ensure the freedoms 
of people: freedom to worship, freedom to work, 
and so on. Our Lord assures us that we shall 
go on quarreling and fighting until the end of 
our present Christian dispensation. “Ye shall 
hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that ye 
be not troubled, for all these things must come 
to pass, but the end is not yet.” (Matthew 24.6) 


The Christian Paradox 


This brings me to a paradox. In the midst 
of war the Christian, if he claims his heritage, 
can have peace. In our Lord’s last will and 
testament, he bequeaths peace to us. “Peace 
I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: 
not as the world giveth give I unto you. Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 
afraid” (John 14.27). Also John 16.33, “These 
things I have spoken unto you that in me ye 
might have peace. In the world ye shall have 
tribulation, but be of good cheer; I have over- 
come the world.” 


How do we reconcile this seeming paradox? 
I think the answer is contained in Matthew 
10.28: “And fear not them which kill the body 
but are not able to kill the soul; but rather 
fear him which is able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell.” 


We must get out of our mind that physical 
death is the most important thing in life. We 
are in a world where wars and rumors of wars 
are inevitable until the coming of the Prince of 
Peace. The Christian can adopt two lines of 
action under these circumstances. First he can 
refuse to take life and suffer for his conscience 
sake accordingly. Alternatively he can recognize 
that he lives in an unregenerate world, and at 
one and the same time he also lives in the 
world of the Spirit. While in the material world 
he must “be subject unto the higher powers”, 
recognizing that they are ordained of God (Rom. 
13.1). The more important thing for the Chris- 
tian is not freedom from war, but freedom from 
sin. As Crown says: “War destroys man, but 
luxury destroys mankind; it at once corrupts the 
body and the mind.” 
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Even though war has become more terrible 
in that modern weapons are more fearful and 
more powerful, the result and effect on the in- 
dividual is the same. For the individual, the 
result is life or death, but for the Christian it 
can never be death, for he has the secret of 
eternal life and this makes physical death a 
matter of lesser moment. 


My conclusion, therefore, is that war is in- 
evitable in a fallen world. Universal peace 
is impossible until the coming of the Prince 
of Peace, but a Christian who accepts Christ as 
his personal Saviour can here and now have the 
peace which the world cannot give. 





A SON BEGS 


In one of Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman’s meetings a 
man arose to give the following remarkable testi- 
mony: “I got off at the Pennsylvania depot as a 
tramp, and for a year I begged on the streets for 
a living. One day I touched a man on the shoulder 
and said, ‘Mister, please give me a dime’. As soon 
as I saw his face, I recognized my father. ‘Father, 
don’t you know me?’ I asked. Throwing his arms 
around me, he cried, ‘I have found you; all I have 
is yours’. Men, think of it, that I, a tramp, stood 
begging my father for ten cents, when for eighteen 
years he had been looking for me to give me all 
he was worth!” So the Heavenly Father is waiting 
for you. Why not receive the unsearchable riches 
in Christ now?—On and Off Duty. 
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WANTED — Matron for a Presbyterian Chil- 
dren's Home. Write giving training, experi- 
ence and references. Address: Orphanage, 


c/o Southern Presbyterian Journal, Weaver- 
ville, N. C. 
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DONATIONS WANTED — Eye glasses, false 
teeth, unwanted or damaged gold or silver 
jewelry, watches, rings, club pins. Mail to: 
Palisade Ave. United Presbyterian Church, 
301-23 St., Union City, N. J. Postage will be 
refunded. 
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Remarks at the Dedication of the 


World Missions Building 


By Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr., 
Moderator of the General Assembly 
Nashville, Tenn., Nov. 13, 1957 


I appreciate more than I can say the privilege 
of being with you on this happy and significant 
occasion, and of sharing in this service of dedi- 
cation. I would record my own gratitude to 
Almighty God for the mercies which have 
brought us to this hour. At long last, after 
much planning, working and waiting, we have 
seen the realization of our dreams. 


I would also salute the dedicated members 
of our Staff and office force who have labored 
for so many years in the midst of cramped, un- 
comfortable and unattractive surroundings. 
Their zeal for the cause of World Missions, their 
unstinted devotion, and their efficient service 
merit our highest praise. 


We can say about our new World Missions 
building what President Pusey of Harvard said 
of the new library building at Princeton Semi- 
nary — that it has both a “working value and 


a symbolic value.” I would like to say four’ 


things very briefly about its symbolic value. 


In the first place, this beautiful edifice stands 
as an eloquent witness to the distance we have 
come in our obedience to the Great Commis- 
sion. It speaks in graphic manner of the progress 
we have made in the past 31 years in our efforts 
to make Jesus Christ known in the world, and 
to make Him irresistible. When we entered 
our former offices in 1926, we had 27 staff and 
office members, and 299 missionaries exclusive 
of China. We were at work in six fields, and 
had an annual operating budget of $1,244,000.00. 
We now have 39 staff and office members, 509 
missionaries, exclusive of China. We are at 
work in nine fields, and have an annual oper- 
ating budget of $3,500,000. Our other build- 
ing, however useful, was outgrown long ago. 
It could not begin to accommodate such an 
expanding program of world evangelization. 


In the second place, the impressive building 
we are here to dedicate stands as a symbol of 
the high importance of what we are doing. The 
old residence on Sixteenth Avenue, South, served 
us well, but it has become, through time and 
hard usage, a dreary and drooping emblem of 
our work. It did not speak eloquently enough 
of the pre-eminent place which World Missions 
holds in the purpose of God, in the task of the 
Presbyterian Church, and in the life of the 
world. Today, by God's grace, we lift up before 
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this city, this nation and the world a more 
adequate and fitting symbol of that to which 
we, under God, have set our hands. 


In the third place, our new building is to me 
a symbol of our willingness to change. The 
redemptive Gospel which we proclaim to the 
non-Christians of the world is a revelation of 
the mind and heart of the immutable God, and 
so does not change. It is “the same, yesterday, 
today and forever.” But our techniques and 
procedures do change, and must change if we 
are to minister effectively in a changing world. 
The building which we have erected testified 
that we are not bound by the old nor by the 
traditional. As we have changed our location, 
and improved our facilities, we stand ready also 
to alter our policies, and to revamp our methods. 


And finally, owr new quarters connote a fresh 
beginning and a new commitment. We are not 
through; we have scarcely begun. As encourag- 
ing as have been the achievements of the past, 
we all know that our world task is far from 
finished. “There remaineth yet very much land 
to be possessed.” (Joshua 13:1). This new 
World Missions building therefore, is a silent 
but effective witness to our faith in the future, 
and to our renewed dedication. I am sure 
that far greater triumphs lie ahead. As Dr. 
James Stewart expressed it, “When we consider 
the amazing achievements of the faith of Christ 
through nineteen centuries, surely it is not base- 
less optimism to hope that concealed in the 
mists of the future other victories are waiting 
far surpassing in range and sweep and splendor 
anything that the past has known. . . . We 
are still in a sense at the very beginning of the 
Christian era. Measured by the standards of 
the vast expanse of time, the distance separat- 
ing us from the mid-point of history, the Cross 
and the Resurrection, is only a hand’s breadth. 
If the influence of Jesus has penetrated so deep- 
ly in the brief span of two thousand years, what 
might be its impact in two million?” (See 
THINE IS THE KINGDOM, p. 71, Scribner’s) . 


So, as we dedicate this building, we must re- 
dedicate ourselves to the task of teaching, preach- 
ing and healing until “the kingdom of the world 
has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ” (Revelation 11:15, RSV). We yield 
ourselves anew to the lordship of Jesus, and 
seek His guidance and blessing. 
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LESSON FOR DECEMBER 15 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Christmas Joy 


Background Scripture: Philippians 4 
Devotional Reading: I Thessalonians 5:12-24 


In John 15:11 Jesus says to His disciples, “These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy 
might remain in you, and that your joy might be full.” In John 17:13 He prays, “that they might have 
my joy fulfilled in themselves.” In Hebrews 12:2 we are told of “the joy that was set before him.” 
We commonly think of Jesus as “a Man of Sorrows”. Some have gone so far as to say that He never 
smiled. It is true that He bore our griefs and carried our sorrows and was a Man of sorrows. This 


does not mean, however, that Jesus was not 
happy. There was a deep and abiding peace 
and joy in Him which nothing could take from 
Him. He knew, too, that the disciples would 
have a great deal of sorrow, but He knew that 
they could have the same deep joy that He had. 


We find this fulfilled in the apostle Paul. 
He had his share of suffering and sorrow. He 
was in prison when he wrote this letter to the 
Philippians, and yet the note of joy permeates 
the entire epistle. It breaks out in full force 
in this fourth chapter. 


It is not confined to this letter. Our Devo- 
tional Reading is taken from I Thessalonians 
where in the midst of exhortation to warn and 
comfort and support and pray and give thanks, 
there is the short verse 16 which says “Rejoice 
evermore.” The best testimony we can give to 
the power and glory of the Gospel is not a long 
face, but a joyful face; not a burdened heart, 
but a rejoicing heart. This is especially true 
when we are in the midst of trouble and sor- 
row. There is a magnetism about joy that at- 
tracts others to Christ. A wealthy woman had 
a maid who had such a joy which showed in 
her radiant face and happy songs. The woman 
herself was not happy. One day she asked her 
servant the reason for her happiness. The girl 
told her of her faith in Christ and all that her 
Saviour meant to her. The result was that the 
mistress found the joy of her maid. To “rejoice 
evermore” is to magnify Christ and testify to 
a world full of sorrow that there is-a joy in 
Christ which will abide continually in our 
hearts. 


I. Source of Joy: Verse 4. 


This is the very core of the lesson. Many 
people are never completely happy because they 
have the wrong foundation. They look to them- 
selves, or their families and fellowmen, or 
wealth and pleasure, or some desire or ambition. 
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Since these may all be taken from us, the source 
of this joy is removed. God does not change. 
If we look to Him for our joy we will always 
find Him the same. In the beautiful verses in 
Habakkuk, 3:17,18, the prophet says: “Although 
the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit 
be in the vines; the labor of the olive shall 
fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the 
flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there 
shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice 
in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salva- 
tion.” This is faith at its finest. A man who 
says what Habakkuk said is bound to be a happy 
man. He has found the true source of joy. 


“Rejoice in the Lord alway”; since the Lord 
is always the same and always with us then 
we can be joyful all the time. We can have our 
“songs in the night”. We can sing when our 
feet are in the stocks and our backs sore and 
bleeding from the lash of the whip. Many of 
the martyrs died singing. 


“And again I say, Rejoice”; the apostle 
wished to emphasize the importance of joy. 


II. Other Things That Help: 1-3, 5-8. 


While the source of our joy is the Lord, there 
are other things that help to increase it. In 
verses 1-3 Paul mentions some of his fellow- 
laborers. Paul got a great deal of joy from those 
who were loyal and faithful helpers. This is a 
real source of joy as we can all testify. We can 
look back and think of men and women who 
have made us very happy by their faithful at- 
tendance at church, by their words of encour- 
agement, by their willingness to work whenever 
and wherever there was need for their services. 
There are people like that in every church. 


To remember that “the Lord is at hand”, near 
us at all times, ready to listen when we call, 
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ready to sustain and strengthen us when we 
waver. 


In nothing be anxious. Worry takes away 
our joy. In the Sermon on the Mount our Lord 
tells us to take no thought, and not be anxious 
about what we shall eat or drink or wear. Our 
Father knows we have need of these things. 
Here Paul tells us to make our requests known 
to Him. 


The peace of God which guards our hearts 
and minds will furnish a foundation for joy. 
We cannot be happy unless we do have ro~ce. 


In verse 8 Paul gives us a list of things to 
think about, and if we will practice “thinking 
on these things”, we will find that our joy will 
increase. If, for instance, we fill our minds with 
all the distressing and horrible “news” which 
comes over the radio or is printed in our papers, 
we are apt to become very unhappy. Our world 
is full of ugly things. Our world is also full 
of beautiful things. We have wars and quarrels 
and robberies and murders and accidents on 
the highway. We also have millions of people 
who live at peace with each other and love and 
help one another. We have our flowers and 
trees and mountains. Paul is urging us to think 
on the finer and nobler and lovely things. While 
there is a great deal of falsehood, deceit, and 
lies, there is also a great deal of truth; the Bible 
is true, why not meditate upon it? While there 
are many who steal, the larger part of mankind 
is honest, at least in some sections of our coun- 
try. I believe I could trust my neighbors. There 
is injustice, no doubt about that, for we see 
and hear about it, but there is justice in the 
land. Iniquity spreads itself on the pages of 
our newspapers. It parades all that is sordid. 
But there are thousands of people who are living 
clean and wholesome lives. As we said above, 
there are plenty of ugly things, but there are 
more that are lovely. Evil reports abound. Peo- 
ple like to spread these evil tidings. There are 
“good tidings” also. There is virtue and praise, 
even in such a world as Paul describes in Ro- 
mans, chapter 1. I used to work for a man 
who was always thinking on the evil and ugly 
side of things. He was unhappy and he died 
a miserable death. How much better to let our 
minds dwell on the things Paul mentions in 
this verse!) How much happier we would be! 
Our joy is increased by filling our minds with 
these good and beautiful things. 


III. Paul’s Own Example and Experience: 9-23. 


He could point to his own life as an example 
to follow. He had known what it was to be 
abused, and also to abound. He had learned 
to be content in whatever circumstances he 
found himself. Here is a solid basis for joy. So 
many people are happy when everything is going 
well; when they and their loved ones are ‘well; 
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when they are prospering financially. If con- 
ditions are reversed, however, all their joy de- 
parts; they become gloomy and depressed. Con- 
tentment is necessary if we are to be happy all 
the time. Sometimes Paul was hungry, and 
sometimes he had plenty to eat; sometimes he 
was free and surrounded by friends, at other 
times he was in prison and alone, except for 
the presen-> of the Lord. What a lesson for 
our restless and discontented era. We have a 
superabundance of “things” and yet we are dis- 
satisfied. Perhaps a depression would teach us 
a valuable lesson. 


“I can do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me.” Here was the reason for his 
being content. Christ, dwelling in his heart, gave 
him the needed strength. Paul would have 
loved the hymn, “I could not do without Thee, 
O Saviour of the lost”. His weakness became 
strength when leaning upon His Master. Many 
others have found this to be true and when they 
are weak, Christ makes them strong. 


Then, these Philippian Christians had sent 
gifts to the apostle. They were “love gifts”, and 
they added tremendously to the joy of Paul. 
There are two ways of giving: one makes the 
recipient feel that he is an object of charity and 
there is a feeling of shame; the other way—the 
way of these Philippian Christians—makes the 
person receiving the gift happy, for he knows 
that the gift is from loving hearts. It refreshes 
our hearts to know that there are those who 
love and care and we rejoice together. 


This sort of giving will be richly rewarded: 
“But my God shall fill your need according 
to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” God 
can always outdo us in this matter of giving. 


“All the saints salute you, chiefly they that 
are of Caesar’s household.” Were these “saints” 
some of the soldiers who were sent to guard Paul 
while he was in prison? Every soldier who came 
in contact with the apostle was a “prospect” 
for the kingdom of heaven. Many of them be- 
came Christians and added to the joy of Paul. 





What It Can Mean 


Sunday should be a day of uplift and refreshing 
for all. Fixed habits of divine worship have done 
miracles for many a hard-pressed, burdened, strug- 
gling neighbor. Peter spoke of the “ornament of 
a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of 
God of great price.” I Peter 3:4. This means to 
be neither worried nor flurried, neither dreading 
evil nor engaging in endless schemes to defeat 
it, neither panting for wealth, nor exhausting our- 
selves to attain it. What could we do more for 
our restless age than to give men some taste of 
this one day in seven? In the midst of all our 
hurry and change shines the steeple of the church, 
emblem of God’s peace among us. . 


(Rev. Cothran G. Smith, D.D., in the 
Christiansburg, Va. church bulletin) 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 15 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


“Preparing kor Christmas’ 


Scripture: Luke 3:1-17 


Hymns: Sing a number of the Christmas hymns 
requested by the young people. 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

How does the average American citizen pre- 
pare for Christmas? Christmas preparation is 
usually a family undertaking. These are some 
of the activities that are ordinarily engaged in 
prior to Christmas: shopping, decorating the 
home and trimming the tree, selecting and 
sending greeting cards, wrapping and deliver- 
ing gifts, eating and (unfortunately) drinking, 
and attending various seasonal social functions. 
To these preparations some people will add 
activities which are more spiritual in nature, 
such as making charitable offerings and at- 
tending church services. It is likely, however, 
that the main impression a visitor from outer 
space would receive of our Christmas prepara- 
tions is that they are largely material in nature. 
It is a hopeful sign that many people are waking 
to the idea that we are missing the main point 
of Christmas. The campaign to “Put Christ 
back into Christmas” is evidence of this awak- 
ening. 


In this program we want to give thought to 
ways in which we, as Christian young people, 
can make proper spiritual preparation for 
Christmas. 


First Speaker: 


The most important preparation for Christ- 
mas is the preparation of our own hearts. So 
many people wear themselves out getting ready 
for Christmas without ever giving a thought to 
this most important part. We prepare our- 
selves by giving some serious thought to the 
real meaning of Christmas. We need to remem- 
ber that it commemorates the time when God 
came into the world in human nature. We 
need to remember that He did this because He 
loved us and because it was necessary for a 
righteous man to suffer punishment for our 
sins, if we were to be saved. As we prepare 
for Christmas, we ought to be especially faith- 
ful in reading our Bibles, and the most appro- 
priate passages to read are those that have to 
do with the coming of Christ into the world. 
As a part of our spiritual preparation for Christ- 
mas we ought to be especially faithful in our 
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private and public worship of the Lord. The 
services and programs in our churches at this 
time of year are designed to help us make 
the proper spiritual preparation. We cannot 
observe Christmas properly unless we are 
spiritually prepared. 


Second Speaker: 


Another way that Christians can prepare to 
honor the Lord at Christmas time is through 
taking an active part in the Christmas activities 
of his church. Nearly every church has a special 
program of activities during the Christmas sea- 
son. There are plays, pageants, musical pro- 
grams, carolings, fellowship suppers, etc. All 
of these serve to focus attention on the real 
significance of Christmas . . . to turn people’s 
minds and hearts to Christ. These extra activities 
call for extra work on the part of the church 
members. There are many opportunities for 
young people to sing, act, and serve in the 
church during the Christmas season. It is a 
way of giving ourselves, our time, and our skills 
for the glory of the Lord and for the benefit 
of other people. It is good preparation to at- 
tend these services and programs. It is even bet- 
ter to take an active part in them. 


Third Speaker: 


Still another way in which Christians should 
prepare for Christmas is through showing a 
right spirit. Christmas is the season when we 
are reminded especially of the angels’ proclama- 
tion of peace, but for many, Christmas, with 
all of its rush and bustle is the least peaceful 
time of the year. In our terrible hurry to 
carry out all our plans we are tempted to 
by-pass even the basic matters of courtesy and 
kindness. We are likely to forget that Christ- 
mas is a time for giving joy rather than a time 
of seeking entertainment for ourselves. The love 
and kindness we show and the joy we impart 
are far more valuable than the gifts we wrap 
and the greeting cards we mail. Christmas will 
be better for us and for others, if we take time 
to include love in our deeds, our gifts, and our 
greetings. 

Fourth Speaker: 


It is a disheartening experience to find that 
someone who has given you a present has no 
idea what the gift was and is not at all sure 
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that he gave you anything. Such an experience 
reveals that you were just another item on 
his list of obligations. It may be that much 
of the Christmas giving is like this. A person 
makes out a list of obligations . . . of people 
who ought to be remembered . . . and then 
sets out to buy enough articles to meet the 
obligations. There is very little personal thought 
or love in such an arrangement. One way to 
keep our giving from becoming so coldly com- 
mercial is to give things that we have made 
ourselves. ‘They may not have as great monetary 





value as what we could have bought, but they 
are likely to bring far more happiness. It takes 
time and thought to put ourselves into our 
giving, but if we do, our gifts will mean far 
more to us and to those who receive them. 


Program Leader: 


In all of our Christmas preparations and 
activities we need to remember that it is Christ’s 
birthday that we are celebrating. The celebra- 
tion will miss the point unless we remember 
in everything to honor Him whose birthday it is. 
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Change of Address: Rev. Fernando Gutierrez, 
to Route 3, Box 177, San Marcos, Texas. 





The General Fund and 
Interchurch Agencies 
Statement of Receipts 


January - October 31, 1957 


The General Fund Agencies 


Budget for 1957 $893,259.00 


Receipts to date 395,212.03 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 44.24% 
Balance needed for the year $498,046.97 
Interchurch Agencies 
Budget for 1957 $23,595.00 
Receipts to date 11,870.17 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 50.30% 
Balance needed for the year $11,724.83 





GEORGIA 


Rome — At a recent meeting of Cherokee Pres- 
bytery, the Rev. Bronson Matney, Jr., Assistant 
Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Rome, 
Georgia, was dismissed to the Presbytery of Flor- 
ida, where he will begin his work as pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church, Quincy, Florida. 


The Rev. William E. Hotchkiss, a member of 
Savannah Presbytery, was received as a new mem- 
ber of Cherokee Presbytery, and a commission 
was composed of Revs. M. McK. Calhoun of 
Marietta, L. S. Magbee and R. C. Pooley of Rome, 
and ruling elders E. H. Anderson of LaFayette 
and D. L. MeWhorter of Summerville, were ap- 
pointed to install Mr. Hotchkiss as pastor of the 
Summerville Presbyterian Church, Sunday, De- 
cember 1, at 6:30 P. M. 


A leadership institute for workers in the Pres- 
byterian Churches will be held this coming Mon- 
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day at Trion, Georgia, starting at 3:00 P. M. Dr. 
David B. Walthall, Regional Director for the Synod 
of Georgia and a staff of leaders from Atlanta, 
Georgia, will direct the institute. 


Workshops for the Clerks of Session and Treas- 
urers of local Presbyterian Churches will be held on 
two successive Sundays. The first will be held 
at the Midway Presbyterian Church in Cobb 
County, Sunday, November 17, at 3:30 P. M., and 
the second at the Summerville Presbyterian 
Church, November 24, at 3:00 P. M. 





Synod of Georgia — The organizational meeting 
for the Council of the Synod of Georgia met at 
11:00 o’clock, on the morning of November 8, 
1957, in the Conference Room of the Presbyterian 
Center, Atlanta, Ga. 


The meeting was called to order by the Rev. Wal- 
lace M. Alston, Moderator of the Synod, who led 
in prayer. 


Introductions of committee members were made, 
and those present are as follows: Wallace M. Alston, 
Robert D. Alexander, L. A. Beckman, Marion G. 
Bradwell, Dockery Brown, L. B. Colquitt, Robert 
Earnest, Joseph B. Fraser, H. L. Gladney, Thomas 
Goodwin, A. N. Moffett, Charles Moffatt, Jr., 
Turner Murphy, J. R. McCain, J. Davison Phillips, 
Robert C. Pooley, Jr., Robert Strong, Harmon B. 
Ramsey, Mrs. J. S. Ivy, and Mrs. Kirton King. 


The moderator appointed R. D. Alexander to 
act as secretary until the report of the Nominating 
Committee. 


The following were appointed to serve on the 
Nominating Committee: Rev. J. Davison Phillips, 
Rev. Harmon B. Ramsey, and Rev. L. B. Colquitt. 
They were excused to fulfill their function. 


The background and history of the organization 
of the Council was rendered by Dr. J. R. McCain. 


Upon motion by Rev. Dockery Brown, the Coun- 
cil authorized the formation of the following com- 
mittees: . 


Stewardship, Budget, and Finance, 
Program, Planning and Publicity, 
Records and Audits, 

Manuals and Standing Rules of Synod. 


The Nominating Committee made its report 
through Rev. J. D. Phillips. Those nominated were 
elected and are: 
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Chairman, Rev. Robert C. Pooley, Jr. 
Vice-Chairman, Dr. J. R. McCain 
Secretary, Rev. Robert D. Alexander 
Treasurer, Mr. Ralph Wilgus 


Rev. Robert Strong led the Council in prayer, 
praying especially for those elected, and the work 
of the Council. 


The Rev. Mr. Pooley assumed the chair. A 
general discussion took place with reference to 
further details of organization. 


After being led in a dismissal prayer by Rev. 
H. B. Ramsey, the Council adjourned. 





Atlanta — Twenty Presbyterian ministers, among 
a total of eighty Atlanta-area clergymen, were 
signers recently of a 1,300-word manifesto, de- 
claring six principles-of-belief on current racial 
problems. The statement was issued and signed 
as a personal belief of the signer and was not a 
document of any Church or church groups. 


The eighty white Protestant clergymen released 
the statement in Atlanta, November 3rd, as a dec- 
laration for “our thought and conduct” in impor- 
tant current matters. 


In the statement’s preface, the leaders com- 
mented that, because of the moral and spiritual 
aspects of racial problems, “men who occupy places 
of responsibility in the churches should not be 
silent concerning their convictions.” The preamble 
of the text further says, in part, “We do not 
pretend to know all the answers. We are of one 
mind, however, in believing that Christian people 
have an especial responsibility for the solution of 
our racial problems and that if, as Christians, we 
sincerely seek to understand and apply the teach- 
ings of our Lord and Master we shall assuredly 
find the answer. We do believe that all Americans, 
whether black or white, have a right to the full 
privileges of first class citizenship.’ 


Briefly, the manifesto’s six principles state that: 

1. Freedom of speech must at all costs be pre- 
served. “Any position which cannot stand upon 
its own merits and which can only be maintained 
by silencing all who hold contrary convictions, is 
a position which cannot permanently endure.” 


2. As Americans and as Christians, we have an 
obligation to obey the law. ‘Those who feel that 
this decision (of the Supreme Court with reference 
to segregation in the public schools) was in error 
have every right to work for an alteration in the 
decree, either through a further change in the 
Supreme Court’s interpretation of the law, or 
through an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States”. Kd 


8. The public school system must not be 
destroyed. “To sacrifice that system ... would 
be to inflict tremendous loss upon multitudes of 
children, whose whole lives would be impoverished 
as a result of such action. It would also mean 
the economic, intellectual, and cultural impover- 
ishment of our section, and would be a blow to 
the welfare of our nation as a whole’. 


4. Hatred and scorn for those of another race, 
or for those who hold a position different from 
our own, can never be justified. “Every human 
personality is precious in His sight. No policy 
which seeks to keep any man from developing fully 
every capacity of body, mind, and of spirit can 
be justified in the light of Scripture.” 


5. Communication between responsible leaders 
of the races must be maintained. ‘One of the 
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reasons that extreme measures have been so often 
proposed or adopted by groups within both races 
is found in the fact that those who are most con- 
cerned have seldom faced the issues in a situation 
where there could be a free exchange of ideas... 
We believe that a willingness on the part of white 
leaders to talk with leaders of the Negro race, and 
to understand what those leaders are really seeking 
for their people is necessary and desirable.” 


6. Our difficulties cannot be solved in our own 
strength or in human wisdom .. . but only through 
prayer. “It is necessary that we pray earnestly 
and consistently that God will give us wisdom to 
understand His will; that He will grant us the 
courage and faith to follow the guidance of His 
Spirit.” 


Presbyterians signing the document included: 
Wallace M. Alston, Raymond J. Ball, Wade H. 
Boggs, Harry Fifield, Thomas A. Fry., Jr., John 
Garber, Arthur Vann Gibson, Joseph L. Griggs, 
W. I. Howell, Robert E. Kribbs, Fitzhugh M. 
Legerton, James D. Matthews, Harold W. Minor, 
Jr., William E. Newton, Stuart Oglesby, J. David- 
son Philips, J. McDowell Richards, Albert Wells, 
Allison Williams, and Eugene T. Wilson. 


Signers of the manifesto did not constitute a 
majority of the white Protestant clergymen in 
Atlanta’s more than 400 churches. 





Smyrna — Revival services were conducted for 
a week in October (13 to 20) at the Smyrna Pres- 
byterian Church, Smyrna, Georgia, Rev. John H. 
Knight, pastor. The evangelist was Rev. Kennedy 
Smartt, pastor of Ingleside Presbyterian Church, 
Scottdale, Ga. Rev. Smartt brought excellent 
messages which were based upon the teachings of 
God’s Word and the fundamentals of the Faith. 


Musicians serving during the week were Song 
Leader Elden Allain, and pianist Mrs. Marjorie 
Allain of the East Lake Christian Alliance Church 
of Atlanta, and Mrs. Clayton Cranmer, organist 
at the Smyrna Presbyterian Church. Paul Settle, 
student at Columbia Theological Seminary and 
Youth Director at the Smyrna Church, together 
with his wife, were in charge of Personal Work. 


Mr. Smartt’s ministry left the Smyrna Church 
greatly strengthened in the Lord. There were a 
number of conversions, and a great many rededi- 
cated themselves to a new fidelity to the Lord’s 
work. The Smyrna Presbyterian Church is located 
in a defense area, and through its rapid growth 
has had a remarkable opportunity to witness to 
the Gospel to a great multitude of people who 
have moved to Georgia to work in the aircraft 
industry. If in the greater Atlanta area, come and 
worship with us. 





KENTUCKY 


Louisville — A Commission of the Presbytery 
of Louisville consisting of Rev. Wm. H. Hopper, 

irman, Rev. W. W. Morton, Rev. T. L. Jones, 
Rev. W. T. Lennon, Rev. R. M. Pegram and Rev. 
E. N. Rock and Ruling Elders, Mr. O. O. Gunk, 
Leonard Huber, Jr., and Mr. Walter Trinkle, or- 
ganized the Parkland Presbyterian Church on 
Sunday, October 27, 1957 at 3 P. M. Rev. T. L. 


Jones, Moderator of the Presbytery, preached the 
sermon. 


The congregation elected the following officers: 
Ruling Elders E. H. Baker, Wm. H. Collins, Rudell 
Nunn, R. E. Pennell, Edgar B. Read, Deacons 
0. W. Collins, Raymond Farley, H. B. Hoagland, 
William Johnson and Clarence Payne. . 
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At the evening service the Ruling Elders and 
Deacons were installed when the sermon was 
preached by Rev. R. M. Pegram. The vows of or- 
ganization and installation were propounded by 
the Chairman. Charges to the officers and congre- 
gation were delivered by Ruling Elder Walter Trin- 
kle and Rev. W. W. Morton. 


Most of the members of this new church were 
formerly members of the Woodland Presbyterian 
Church which merged with the Third Presbyterian 
Church in January 1956. Three of the former 
pastors of the Woodland Church were present and 
took part in the services, as well as two ministerial 
sons of the Woodland Church. 


The church is being served by Rev. C. H. Ed- 
wards, and Rev. W. H. Hopper is the Moderator 
of the Session. 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Union — The Congregation of McCutchen Me- 
morial Presbyterian Church and the Pastor, the 
Rev. Robert G. Balnicky, have much for which 
to praise the Lord this Thanksgiving Season. 


On May 26th a committee was appointed by 
the Session to head an “Adventure of Faith” to 
liquidate the indebtedness on the church building. 
The time set for the burning of a mortgage was 
October 27th (the nearest Sunday to the anni- 
versary date of the church). The Lord blessed in 
a marvelous way and on Wednesday, October 16th, 
the committee announced to the prayer meeting 
group that the Lord had answered even “abund- 
antly above what we had asked for.” 


The Rev. Leonard O. Therrell, a former pastor, 
delivered the message at the Mortgage Burning 
Service held at 2 p.m. on Sunday, October 27th. 
The brief history of the church was presented by 
Mrs. J. E. Voiselle, Jr. Others taking part on 
the program were the pastor, the Rev. Robert G. 
Balnicky; the Rev. Fred E. Manning, Sr., another 
former pastor; the Rev. Benjamin L. Eller, Jr., 
a son of the congregation. The Rev. Herman J. 
Womeldorf, moderator of Enoree Presbytery 
brought greetings from the presbytery. 


Following this memorable occasion the Rev. Car- 
roll Stegall, Jr., pastor of the Northminster Pres- 
byterian Church, Greenville, South Carolina, a 
Chalk Artist, held revival and evangelistic services 
beginning November 3rd through November 8th. 
Through the drawing, singing and preaching of 
the Word by this faithful servant of the Lord many 
were spiritually blessed, strengthened in the faith 
and inspired to go forward with Christ in carrying 
out His great Commission to His church. 





NORTHEAST TEXAS MEN CONVENE 


Men from the new Northeast Texas “Presbytery 
to be”, 275 strong, gathered in convention at the 
Highland Park Church, Dallas, on Saturday, No- 
vember 9, 1957. 


An excellent program had been oo tg under 


the joint sponsorship of Austin B. Watson, Dallas 
Presbytery president, and C. C. Head, president of 
the Men of Paris Presbytery. ; 


Highlighted with inspirational addresses by Dr. 
Sherrard Rice of Tyler First Church and Dr. 
Marshall C. Dendy of the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, the program included various discussion 
groups relating to men’s work, church officer re- 
sponsibility, ete. Torg Thompson and Roc Mitchell 
resented a chalk talk portraying the theme “The 
ross and The Risen Christ.” 
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Officers chosen for 1958-were: President — 
Robert L. Shelto, Jr., First Church Tyler, Texas. 
Vice-President — J. C. Lusk, Wake Village, Tex- 
arkana, Texas. Vice-President — W. Tim Welch, 
Highland Park Church, Dallas, Texas. Vice- 
President — John Wiley, First Church, Kilgore, 
Texas. .Vice-President — Clarence Gray, Bonham, 


Texas. Secretary-Treasurer — Harold Tyler, 
Tyler, Texas. 
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RELIGION AND THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 
Hendrik Kraemer. Westminster Press. $6.00. 


During 1953 and 1954 Dr. Kraemer lectured 
on missions and comparative religion at the Uni- 
versity of Geneva. Much of the material in this 
volume came out of these classroom lectures. His 
main concern has been to investigate into the great 
human fact: Religion in the light of Biblical 
Revelation, particularly in the light of Jesus Christ, 
the Way, the Truth and the Life. 


The author evaluates the pluriform religious 
life and systems of mankind in the light of the 
Christian revelation and asks such questions as 
these: Are the various religious philosophies or 
life conceptions of mankind places of encounter 
between man and God or are they not? Are they 
responses to a divine activity or are they not? The 
answer given in this book is dialectical. 


Throughout this volume the author shows that 
Biblical thinking is a type wholly sui generis, dis- 
tinct from religious thinking in the usual under- 
standing of the word and equally distinct from 
philosophical thinking. He believes that there can 
be no synthesis nor reconciliation between con- 
sistent theology and Biblical religion nor between 
religion and revelation in the sense he uses it 
in this book. Theology, that is the interpretative 
re-thinking of the Biblical revelation cannot seek 
for reconciliation with philosophy which should 
seek for interaction and communication with it, 
Dr. Kraemer maintains. 


This volume deals with many controversial sub- 
jects and Dr. Kraemer writes in a controversial 
tone and therefore there will be many diverse re- 
actions on the part of the readers. It is a valuable 
contribution, however, to the minister’s library in 
throwing light upon the relationship of Christianity 
to other religions. This work should have a special 
value in theological seminary libraries as a refer- 


ence work. 
—J.R.R. 





THE GIST OF THE LESSON FOR 1958. R. A. 
Torrey. Ralph G. Turnbull, editor. Fleming H. 
Revell Co. 75 cents. 


This is a concise exposition of the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching for the year 
1958. It has been written to furnish busy men 
and women, teachers and scholars, in Sunday 
School with suggested comments on the Interna- 
tional Lessons in a volume of convenient size. The 
Gist is well known to many Sunday School teach- 
ers as a mine of information as well as a source 
of genuine mental and spiritual stimulus to the 
average teacher. 


NOVEMBER 27, 1957 


HAPPINESS FOR THE YEAR. Virginia Beards- 
ley. Dunedin Times. $1.00. peo lea 


This volume covers almost every problem of 
the Christian. The author has gone through a 
succession of troubles and has found that through 
them all she could gain victory and happiness 
through Christ. Julia Lake Kellersberger has writ- 
ten a foreword. She tells us that Mrs. Beardsley 
shows how to make a spiritual success of life in 
the face of successive reverses. 





HOW TO UNDERSTAND AND INFLUENCE 


a Clyde M. Narramore. Zondervan. 
1.50. 


The value of this book is found in the advice 
it gives to parents and teachers concerning chil- 
dren from 5 through 8. It is sound pedagogically 
and psychologically. 





MAKING ETHICAL DECISIONS. Howard Clark 
Kee. Westminster Press. $1.00. 


This book is written for perplexed people. The 
author shows what kind of resources will give help 
in making the decisions that in the last analysis 
are the individual’s alone. Instead of trying to 
offer specific answers to particular questions, the 
author shows how to find answers. He also gives 
suggestions as to how to relate the Christian faith 
to the problems we have to solve. The main thing, 
says the author, is to seek the will of God and 
endeavor to make it operative in life every day. 





DEVOTIONS AND PRAYERS OF JOHN 
WESLEY. Donald E. Demaray. Baker Book House. 
$1.50. 


The purpose of this book is to offer helpful 
devotional material arranged to stimulate leisurely 
meditation. No more than 5 minutes is required 
for reading a devotion and the accompanying 
prayer. There are 52 devotions in all. This little 
book can be carried conveniently in the pocket 
or purse. 





IT’S FUN TO LIVE AT HAPPY HOUSE. Vera 
Gohman. Warner Press. 75 cents. 


This is a 24 page picture story book about a 
happy Christian family. The stories are written 
in rhyme. The attractive cover is printed in 4 
colors. It will be of interest to children from 
ages 3 to 7. 





WHEN WE GO TO CHURCH. Elizabeth Jones. 
Warner Press. 75 cents. 


This picture story book tells of a little girl who 
moves into a new neighborhood. It is developed 
to create in children a love for the church. Parents 
and teachers will find this a suggestive book for 
ages 4 to 8. 





SMALL GIANT. Phyllis Woodruff Sapp. 
Zondervan. $3.00. 


Small Giant is the story of one man’s courageous 
fight against the powers of evil in a crime-ridden 
city run by a power-mad gang leader. At the 
risk of life and love Phil Sanders, man of unafraid 
faith threw himself into battle and emerged tri- 
umphant over terrific odds and overpowering ob- 
stacles. The author has worked 6 years to produce 
this volumé and it won the first prize in Zonder- 
van’s Fifth $5,000 International Christian Fiction 
Contest. 
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Costs of Living 


rose for 13 straight months 
for them. . . also 


Latest figures show that the costs for living went up for 13 
months in a row—consider this, as it relates to retired ministers and 
their dependents whose income was planned years ago, and has re- 
mained the same. If these aged people are going to have enough to 
live on in 1958 their incomes must be supplemented. Let’s make 


the JOY GIFT this year the larges? ever. 





Give Generously to 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


BOARD of ANNUITIES & RELIEF 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 341-C Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., Atlanta, Ga. 
Chas. J. Currie, Executive Secretary 
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